The Great Dialogue

We are about to return to one of the greatest debates in human history. The “Dialogue Concerning Two World Systems” as Galileo so aptly put it four centuries ago.

We will be repeating the trial of Galileo under the Holy Office of the Inquisition that confronted his views on the earth’s place in space. Although a variety of views will be represented, the major focus is seeing how ‘evidence’ either supports or rejects Galileo’s astronomical view.

You are to research the views held by a particular ‘world view’ such as the Ptolemaics (Ptolemy), Aristotleians (Aristotle), Galileoans (Galileo), Copernicans (Copernicus), Newtonians (Newton), Keplerians (Kepler) or any other ‘scientist’ that has been involved in astronomical debate concerning earth’s place in space.

You are to:

1. present their view.

2. provide evidence to support their view.

3. present an argument that addresses their view but also gives consideration to the sociological, religious and cosmological views of the day.

You will be assigned to a ‘group’ in which multiple views are held and be expected to debate the topic on the basis of the view you represent.

Assessment:

